
On Wednesday, October 15th, your SGA along with 

the Orange Band Initiative hosted òDebate 2008,ó a 

political debate among the College  Democrats,   

College Republicans, and Madison Liberty. Each  

organization debated on issues on behalf of their 

partyõs respective candidates. Kai Degner, co-founder 

of  Orange Band and candidate for the Harrisonburg 

City Council, served as the moderator. Overall, the 

event was a huge success. 

Fellow Dukes, 
 
First, allow me to say thank you for 
electing me to this position. By doing so, 
you have expressed confidence that I 
will work to accomplish the goals I set 
out in my platform. So you can hold me 
accountable, I will review those goals 
here. The main thrust of my platform 
dealt with building on our JMU commu-
nity-- especially as we face expansion--by 
advocating for greater involvement in 
student organizations and by working to 
improve collaboration between existing 
student groups.  Another main area 
where I will focus is student health and 
safety. I will partner with the Office of 
Health Promotion to support sexual 
health education, as well as HIV and 
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Upcoming SGA Events  

Vote for Mr. & Ms. Madison  

Wednesday, October 29th  

7 a.m. -7 p.m., sga.jmu.edu  

Harrisonburg Candidatesô Forum 

Wednesday, October 29th, 7 p.m.  

Miller Hall 1101  

Alumni Panel: ñMaking a Smooth 

Transition into the World of 

Workò 

Thursday, October 30th, 5 -6 p.m.  

Sonner Hall Presentation Room  

Madison Challenge  (canned food 

drive)  

November 11 -14th  

SGA Office, Festival Info Desk, and  

Carrier Library  

 ñCanòstruction Challenge 

 Friday, November 14th  

 Warren Patio, 10 a.m. -3 p.m.  

 

The  

Official 

SGA  

Newsletter 

STD testing. Further, I aim to gar-
ner student support for the installa-
tion of blue safety lights off campus. 
Transportation is also becoming a 
major issue. To address this, I will 
investigate the possibility of the 
Harrisonburg Department of Trans-
portation allocating a portion of 
their recent budget increase to the 
JMU bus system. My final objective 
for the year is to work with Major 

Advising to express the need to stream-
line the advising process from hiring, to 
training, to communication. Remember, 
these are goals from last year; this year 
will bring its own challenges. I 
will maintain an open channel of     
communication for you to express your 
concerns to me as new issues arise. 
Thanks for your support! 
  

Best Wishes, 

Larson Thune 
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Larson Thune, 

Student Body President 



Greetings, 

 

My name is Dan Stana, and I am the Vice President of Administrative Affairs for this year. I am a 

22-year old senior Public Policy & Administration major from Fairfax, Va. Among the many things 

I plan to work on this year are campus safety, academic advising, as well as continue to make JMU a 

"green" campus. However, I want to remain as open to student opinion and sentiment as possible. 

You drive the agenda of the Student Government Association, so whenever you have an issue with 

a JMU policy or see something that demands attention, please bring it forward to anyone in the Stu-

dent Government Association. If we do not listen to you, we are not doing our jobs. We are elected 

to serve your interests, voice your ideas, and bring about changes to benefit the student society of 

James Madison University. I look forward to this year and strive to lead JMU into it's second cen-

tury together, with your help! I look forward to working for you this year! 

 

Sincerely and Respectfully, 

Dan Stana  

Welcome Back JMU!    

     My name is Tommy Bluestein and I am the Speaker of the Student 

Senate.  As Speaker, I run the Senate meetings every Tuesday night at 5 p.m. in the Festival    

Highlands Room and also act as a member of the SGAõs Executive Council.    

     My biggest goal this year is to increase the reputation of the Student Government among the 

student body of JMU.  To do this, SGA will be a more noticeable and vocal advocate for any   

concerns that you might have as JMU students. One way in which SGA will be visible is that we 

will be providing different forums in which any student can come and voice their opinions to their 

elected representatives. Because we are here to serve the student body, please let me know if you 

need any help finding your representative if you have any issue that you would like to see SGA 

pick up.    

      Please do not hesitate to let me know if you have any questions or concerns with the Senate.  

My e-mail is bluesttm@jmu.edu, or you can come meet with me in person during my office hours 

in the SGA Office (Taylor 203), which are posted on the SGA Web site.    

Looking forward to serving all of you,  

Tommy Bluestein 
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Tommy Bluestein, 

Speaker of the Senate 

Dan Stana, 

Vice-President of  

Administrative Affairs 

Hi Everyone, 

Iõm a junior from Sterling, Va., majoring in Psychology. Iõm cur-

rently working on Purple Out, Mr. and Ms. Madison, SGA scholar-

ships, and other aspects of student services. I also serve as the 

"spirit chair" on Exec, so Homecoming is a big responsibility of 

mine as well as getting students excited for different events. To 

change it up this year, I'm also focusing on more events addressing 

student concerns, such as monthly SGA Speak Outs. Please e-mail 

me anytime at avalosca@jmu.edu. I'm always open to new ideas to 

reach out to the student body! Thank You!  

Candace Avalos 

1,613  

The number of voter 

registration and absentee 

ballot forms mailed by 

your SGA!  
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SGA By Numbers 

Candace Avalos, 

Vice-President of  

Student Affairs 

mailto:bluesttm@jmu.edu
mailto:avalosca@jmu.edu


Special elections were held for the position 

of Executive Treasurer on Thursday,       

September 11th. Who rose to the occasion? 

Mr. Andy Gibson. Andy is a senior from San 

Ramon, Calif., majoring in International  

Affairs. The Executive Treasurer works 

closely with front-end budgeted organizations and plays an integral 

role in the functioning of the SGA. 

Andy Gibson Elected  
Executive Treasurer 

Andy Gibson, 

Executive Treasurer 

Carlos Ruiz 

Freshman Class President 

The SGA Senate has 

eight standing 

committees dedicated 

to serving YOU!  

 

See below for listing  
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Your Elected Freshman Class Officers 

Timmy Austen 

Freshman Class Treasurer 

Margaret Eberly 

Freshman Class Secretary 

November 4th 

Did You Know? Name: Carlos Ruiz 

Position: Freshman Class President 

Major: Political Science 

Hometown: Fredericksburg, Va. 

Name: Evan Botello 

Position: Freshman Class Vice-President 

Major: Political Science 

Hometown: Roanoke, Va. 

Name: Timmy Austen 

Position: Freshman Treasurer 

Major: Integrated Science and Technology 

Hometown: Manassas, Va. 

Name: Margaret Eberly 

Position: Freshman Class Secretary 

Major: Communications 

Hometown: Lancaster, Pa. 

Evan Botello 

Freshman Class Vice-President 

Committees 

Academic Affairs 

Communications and    
Internal Affairs 

Community Affairs 

Diversity Affairs 

Finance 

Food and Dining Services 

Legislative Action 

Student Services 

Elections are near...be sure to 



"Recognizing our responsibility to actively participate in 

the decision making process, we the students of James 

Madison University do ordain and establish a Student 

Government Association, which will promote the ideas of 

this university, ensure unity through diversity, become the 

student voice to the faculty and administration, inform, 

educate, serve and represent the ideas, opinions and    

concerns of the student body within the precepts of James 

Madison University's Governance System."  

800 South Main Street 

MSC 3523 

Harrisonburg, Va. 22807 

 

Check out our Web site! 

http://sga.jmu.edu 

Contingency is designed to help organizations needing funding 

to reach their goals, whether itõs to fund an event or registration 

for a conference. Any non-Front End Budgeted (FEB)          

organization that has been recognized for 4 months or more by 

the Office of  Student Activities and Involvement AND is in 

good standing with the university is eligible.  

 

Questions? Contact Mallory Micetich, the Contingency Liaison, 

at micetima@jmu.edu. 

 

NOTE: We cannot fund for food, loans, airfare, car rentals, hotels, profit 

generating events, or speaker honorariums or donations. 

Organizations in Which Weõve 

Given Money Thus Faré 

alpha Kappa Delta Phi Sorority 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

Amnesty International 

Army ROTC 

The BluesTones 

Latin Dance Club 

Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. 

Get Money for Your Organization! 
Apply for Contingency! 

Phone: 540-568-6376 

 

E-mail: sga@jmu.edu 

Student Government Association  Our Mission Statement 

Youõre Invited! 
Feel free to attend our weekly   

Senate meetings every Tuesday at  

5 p.m. in the Festival Highlands 

Room. Find out how weõre    

serving YOU! 


